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SNAPSHOT : December 2015 

The bulletin of Bedford Camera Club   

 www.bedfordcameraclub.co.uk 
 

SnapShot is written by Camera Club members if  you have anything that you wish to 
highlight or feel would be a good contribution then please contact me. Lynn Short 
(snapshot@bedfordcameraclub.co.uk) 

 
Programme for December 2015 
 

1 December 15: Speaker 
Jayne Odell ARPS - 'Shaping the Frame'  

8 December 15: Internal Club Members' Competition   
Subject - Open  
 Judge - Sarah Kelman  

 Maximum entry per member - 2 prints and 2 PDls  

 Final entry date 1 December 15  

 Counts towards the seasonal points competition  

10 December 15: (Thursday) Christmas Social  
Full details of the evening to be announced  
 

15 December 15: Speaker 
Stuart Crump - "Cuba"; www.stuartcrump.com 
A talk about the history and people of Cuba with images, some of which have 
won awards. Followed by a "Tale of Ten Images" which shows how the 
images were created. 
 

22 December 15: Internal Club Members' Competition - "Points of View" 
Subject - A Slice of Milton Keynes  
 Judge - John Credland OPAGB, APAGB  

 PDls only  

 See programme entry under 18 October 15  

 Final entry date 15 December 15  

http://www.bedfordcameraclub.co.uk/
http://www.stuartcrump.com/
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29 December 15: no club evening  
 

5 January 16: Next Club meeting 
 

2 November 15: External Competition 
Bedfordshire Invitation Inter-Club 2015  
This year Shillington Camera Club hosted the competition.  The competition is 
a show of some of the best images within the area, and it's often the first 
time we are able to see some images that we have to compete against during 
the club season. 
 

Our first image scored 19 (Making Waves by Cliff Harvey) which was very 
promising.  The judge was targeting on technical competency and 
compositional aspects of the images.  We then hit a couple of harder rounds 
before tea break, which sat us in 11th place of the 15 clubs.  In the final two 
rounds we lifted our scores a little and finished the competition in a 
respectable 9th place with 84 points.  The winners were Harpenden with a 
score of 98 out of the possible 100 points. Jonathan Vaines 
 

  

Making Waves by Cliff Harvey 

 

3 November 15: Members' Evening  
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Our first members' evening of the year was divided into two halves. In the 

first half Jonathan and Sue Vaines gave an excellent talk on what judges are 

really looking for in an image and how they post process their own images. As 

they both seem to do so well in our internal and external competitions the 

information and insight they have given will be really useful to all of us as we 

endeavour to improve our photography. A pdf of their talk is available on the 

club website.  

http://bedfordcameraclub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Polish-An-

Image-SJVaines.pdf 

In the second half Chris Hubbard gave a very informative talk on canals, 

illustrating and explaining through photographs the waterways and their use.  

He started with a brief history of their development as working waterways 

and how they are now being used as leisure facilities. He explained the 

nuances of the different sorts of boats and that narrow boats and are 70ft 

x7ft and are not barges! Ones that used to be horse drawn have a ruder at 

the back. Chris included portraits and photos of the people who worked the 

canals, showing many families living in cramped accommodation and 

constantly on the move. He finished with a look around various places where 

canals and waterways are still in use noting that locks, waterways, people and 

the colourful narrow boats can provide ample opportunity for photographs of 

all types. Lynn Short 

10 November 15: Speaker 
Kevin Gorton - 'Inspired by Light' 
 
"I like cold places" was Kevin's opening 
statement which became very apparent in the 
second half of his talk when the on-screen 
arctic temperature dropped to minus 30°. 
Meanwhile the first half clearly shows he 
enjoys many different landscapes, especially in the Lake and Peak Districts, as 
well as portraiture. The lecture, for the most part, ignored the technical 
details and concentrated on how to approach and improve your photography. 
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From Einstein quotations to observing the light he illustrated his points with 
many exceptional images. 

"Do we plan or stumble on our shots?" Whilst stumbling is both acceptable 
and enjoyable the success rate and satisfaction is much lower than a planned 
shot. Planning involves research, knowing what the light will be doing during 
the day and having an idea of what image you want to create. In either case, 
plan or stumble, he encouraged adapting to the circumstances and working 
the shot by repeatedly improving on each previous shot. One interesting 
challenge he offered was to return home with only three pictures in the 
camera, having replaced each previous shot with a better one. 

"Isolate your subject in both landscape and portraits." Principally with 
directional light but also with colour, composition, layering, depth of field, 
form and top and bottom "natural borders". With many relevant shots Kevin 
gave copious portrait tips on light-control using subways, balconies, trees, 
bridges, windows, reflectors, shoot through vegetation and using backlight 
for dramatic shadows and rim light. 

After the tea break Kevin, a semi-pro and now Bedford based photographer, 
illustrated his talk with images from the arctic regions, principally the nether 
regions of Iceland, Norway and Sweden, which he visits once or twice each 
year. Many stunning shots of snow covered landscapes and the Aurora 
Borealis lights and solar storms were displayed whilst he related the back-
stories to these images.  More tips and guidance were casually thrown in; lens 
perspective, capturing the details, including people, dragging the shutter, 
using moonlight and focus-stacking a landscape (something I had only 
previously considered in macro photography.) 
A professionally presented, interesting and encouraging lecture containing a 
mountain of thoughtful advice with inspiring pictures. You can see more of 
Kevin's images at www.kevingorton.com and 
www.kevingorton.smugmug.com Ian Whiting 

 
17 November 15: Internal Competition 

Judge - Adrian Stone  
 
Print Results 
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1st: The Great Court by Sue Vaines 

The following print scored 20 points 

  

Over the line by Bruce Deacon 
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PDI Results 
 

 

1st: Hot legs by Jonathan Vaines 

The following PDI scored 20 points 

 

Contemplation by Peter Pruden 
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26 November  External Competition 

3-way Interclub Battle - Biggleswade/Bedford/Gamlingay  
 

The battle this year was hosted by Biggleswade.  We set our aims high as we 

performed well against both clubs in the past season - although we were 

pipped by Biggleswade in this particular battle and they remained our main 

threat. However it was Gamlingay that had performed strongly at the recent 

Bedfordshire Invitation.   

So all to play for, 8pm, game on.  PDI for the first half with each club showing 

10 images.  Not the best of starts as we fell 3 points behind Biggleswade on 

the first image.  Far too early to be concerned as we were in the hands of a 

top judge Naomi Saul, and we were told that technical errors and poor 

composition would be punished.  Throughout the first half we stayed neck 

and neck with Biggleswade whilst Gamlingay slowly dropped away from the 

main chase.  At half time we stood with 177 points against Biggleswade at 

175 and Gamlingay at 166.  The coffee was a little thick so the break did not 

last long.  On with the prints, and we knew we had some strong ones in.  We 

started well with a 19 and remained consistent throughout.  Four 20’s were 

given out in the print round with three of them going to Bedford.  It was a 

reasonably relaxing last few images as we held a small lead throughout the 

whole round. We finished on 181 points, Biggleswade had 174 and Gamlingay 

at 162.  The final combined totals for Print & PDI were Bedford 358, 

Biggleswade 339 and Gamlingay 328.  A total of eight 20s were awarded with 

Bedford being awarded five of them.  Our top scores of 20 were: 

 Connecting to Cross Rail  - Jonathan Vaines 

 Focused   - Andy Howe 

 Dunstanburgh Castle  - Bruce Deacon 

 Ashmolean Staircase  - Jonathan Vaines 

 Curves Of Light   - Carl Wrightson 

Jonathan Vaines 
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