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SNAPSHOT : February 2016 

The bulletin of Bedford Camera Club   

 www.bedfordcameraclub.co.uk 
 

SnapShot is written by Camera Club members if  you have anything that you wish to 
highlight or feel would be a good contribution then please contact me. Lynn Short 
(snapshot@bedfordcameraclub.co.uk) 

 
Programme for February 2016 
 

See website for current programme and any updates.  
 
5 January 16: Speaker - Nigel Spencer  AFIAP ARPS 'Winter Wildlife 
Photography' 
 
After a brief explanation about the format of his talk, he informed us that to 
enable him to get reliable photographs in the snow, he mainly takes his 
photographs in Sweden and Finland which can often work out cheaper than 
other destinations in Europe.  He showed several AVs of his images set to a 
range of music and the first AV showed mammals and birds taken in the snow 
including some stunning bird in flight images. 

Nigel explained that to shoot in winter it was important to use exposure 
compensation possibly +2⅓ to prevent greying of the snow.  ISO was also 
important and he usually has 400 as a starting point but may shoot at 800 or 
1600.  In order to capture falling snow, he explained that autofocus would not 
be possible so manual focus was advised. 

He briefly discussed equipment, when shooting at temperatures of 
sometimes -40° and advised that gloves and both warm layers and 
waterproof clothing were vital as well as covering for the camera. 

Although Nigel said that he was not a landscape photographer, he showed 
some beautiful snowy landscapes and recommended trying different lenses 
and use trees in the foreground as focus points.  An AV of the Northern Lights 
followed and he suggested using a tripod and cable release or timer and use 
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the mirror lock up setting.  He uses an exposure 20-40 seconds, manual focus 
to infinity and F4 – F8 which may give us food for thought if we are lucky 
enough to get any snow scenes. 

Another AV followed with action shots of 2 black grouse lek fighting, one 
image has recently won a major competition.  They were stunning as were 
the images used in the last AV featuring arctic foxes and polar bears taken on 
a trip to Churchill, Hudson Bay, Canada. 

It was both an interesting and informative talk that I am sure club members 
will appreciate especially those interested in nature photography.  His advice 
to capture the Judge’s attention was to enter less common species of birds 
and mammals that can be found in the UK.  Rosie Kind 

12 January 16: Internal Competition  Architects Association Cup - 'Buildings 
associated with the countryside' A PDI only competition.Judge - Ray 
Kimberley 

 
Results 
 
1st:Houghton Mill by Carl Wrightson  
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The following PDI also score 20 points 
 
 Shepherd's Croft by Bruce Deacon 

 

 The Dragon Train of Ribbleshead by Carl Wrightson  (19 points) 
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 Walters Croft by Jonathan Vaines (19 points)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Derelict Barn Peak District 

by Jim Burnett (19 points)  
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23 January 16: External Competition Cambridge Inter-club digital 
Judge - David Gibbins ARPS AFIAP EFIAP 
 
Doors open at 12 noon for a half past one start.  Why do you need 90 minutes 

to seat 200 people?  We arrived at 12:15 and the hall was half full.  It’s a good 

old-fashioned bun fight for a seat on this one.  By 12:30 everyone is in and the 

excitement builds.   It’s as close to a football crowd you can get in the Camera 

Club world.  The electronic countdown begins to count every second down of 

the last five minutes as the lights go out.  Game on.  The competition is held 

between 36 clubs.  There are 5 rounds.  Monochrome, People, Landscape, 

Nature & Open.  Each round is previewed and then the judge has 50 second 

per image to critique it and score it, nothing can be held back.  It’s a tough 

challenge for any judge.  We were out midpoint in round one and we scored a 

17.  After almost 2 hours we had reached the end of round three.  The judge 

was not kind to us as we picked up a 15 and 16 so were stuck down in 22nd 

place at the break.  After the best afternoon tea on the Camera Club circuit 

we took our cramped hot seats again for the final two rounds.  The image 

quality was improving all-round and we picked up a 17 and then an 18.  Close 

of the competition we were in 21st place.  Not where we wanted to be but 

we just did not have what the judge was looking for.   If you’re ever 

considering attending an external this is a thriller.   Jonathan Vaines 

Editor's note: Our best scoring image with 18 points was One man and his 

dog by Jonathan Vaines 
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26 January 16: Speaker - Dave Philips  'Photography, The Law & 
Perceptions' and The Open University short course in photography TG089. 
 
The first half was  subtitled ‘A discussion on what you can do as a 
photographer in a legal sense’ 
 
In the UK one of the basic tenets is that there are no laws to cover 

photography per se. The freedom to take pictures is enshrined in the 'Right to 

Roam' access to all public places, from where you are free to take 

photographs – with some restrictions. You must not cause an obstruction 

(sometimes a problem when using a tripod), you must not infringe any anti-

terrorist laws or the Official Secrets Act. You may photograph buildings, 

events and people. If a person or persons form a significant part of your 

picture, it is considered polite (and safer) to ask permission. Some 

organisations will require a signed release form before agreeing to publish 

pictures. 

If you take pictures on or from private property, you may be asked to stop 

and/or move on. If you refuse, security personnel can employ 'reasonable 

force' to escort you from the premises but they cannot seize your equipment 

or demand that you delete images. Where private property abuts a public 

place there is often a metal strip or other line of demarcation. So make sure 

you are stood on the right side of the line! 

Railway Stations and the Underground have no restrictions unless the 

location and/or number of people mean you are causing an obstruction. If a 

club is visiting in numbers, it is polite to inform the authority in advance. 

Many places which allow the public paid entry ban photography as a 

condition of entry, and that is not always clear. One abstruse regulation is 

that the Eiffel Tower is subject to copyright when lit at night. 

In the EU there is a ‘right to privacy’ and beware of causing 'Harassment' 

which is defined as a course of conduct (which means it must be at least 

twice) that causes 'alarm or distress'.  
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Children. There is no law to stop you taking pictures of children at home or in 

public but it is better to ask in places like schools. The Protection of Children 

Act 1978 can apply to pictures of children, especially those under protection 

orders, and pornographic pictures are an offence. Some adults also have 

protection orders (vulnerable witnesses and similar) and publishing pictures 

may be an offence. 

Mobile telephones and social media have their own set of rules. Other 

countries have their own rules on photography so do your homework when 

planning photo shoots abroad. 

Please note that this is my take on what was said and may be subject to 

errors and/or omissions. I accept no responsibility for your problems caused 

by anything above.   

written by Roger Bank 
 

There are a number of websites which give more information and are listed 

below: 

 Photographers Rights 
http://www.urban75.org/photos/photographers-rights-street-
shooting.html 

 Metropolitan Police 
http://www.met.police.uk/about/photography.htm 

 Photographer not a Terrorist http://photographernotaterrorist.org 
 Photographer rights UK 

http://www.photographersrights.org.uk/index.html 
 Photoassist Uk 

http://www.photoassist.co.uk/fullarticle.asp?ano=1393 
 AXholme Camera Club 

http://www.axholmecameraclub.co.uk/page10/page10.html 
 Network Rail & Photography 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/777.aspx 
 London Transport & the Underground 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/media/5225.aspx 

http://www.urban75.org/photos/photographers-rights-street-shooting.html
http://www.urban75.org/photos/photographers-rights-street-shooting.html
http://www.met.police.uk/about/photography.htm
http://photographernotaterrorist.org/
http://www.photographersrights.org.uk/index.html
http://www.photoassist.co.uk/fullarticle.asp?ano=1393
http://www.axholmecameraclub.co.uk/page10/page10.html
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/aspx/777.aspx
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/media/5225.aspx
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In the second half Dave spoke about TG089 the Open University's 

photography short course. 

This online course is presented in partnership with The Royal Photographic 

Society (RPS). Successful completion of the course will lead to the award of 

The Royal Photographic Society Certificate in Photography. 

The course runs over 10 consecutive weeks and requires approximately 10 

hours study per week. It is a creative mix of practice, learning, sharing and 

reflection and suitable for those who are new to digital photography or those 

wanting to improve existing skills.  

Each week involves learning about different aspects of photographic 

techniques, as well as relevant aspects of the technology behind digital 

photography. This is followed a practical photographic activity. Sharing 

photographs with the online community develops the ability to reflect upon 

your own and others people's work 

It is presented twice per year in March and October, at least until 2018, and 

costs £200. Assignments must be completed weekly and there is no leeway 

permitted. 

The following links will give more detail. 

TG089: Digital photography: creating and sharing better images 

 http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/short-courses/tg089 

 RPS  TG089:  

 http://www.rps.org/learning/online-courses 

 T189 Lightroom Videos on Youtube: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaNZSUUGt0c&list=PLhQpDGfX5e7CbZi

Anc7JSmSfxdolAGorR 

http://www.rps.org/
http://www.rps.org/
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/short-courses/tg089
http://www.rps.org/learning/online-courses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaNZSUUGt0c&list=PLhQpDGfX5e7CbZiAnc7JSmSfxdolAGorR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YaNZSUUGt0c&list=PLhQpDGfX5e7CbZiAnc7JSmSfxdolAGorR

