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SNAPSHOT : January 2016 

The bulletin of Bedford Camera Club   

 www.bedfordcameraclub.co.uk 
 

SnapShot is written by Camera Club members if  you have anything that you wish to 
highlight or feel would be a good contribution then please contact me. Lynn Short 
(snapshot@bedfordcameraclub.co.uk) 

 
Programme for January 2016 
 

5 January 16: Speaker - Nigel Spencer 
'Winter Wildlife' an illustrated AV show. 
www.nigelspencer.co.uk 

12 January 16: Internal Club Members' Competition   
Architects Association Cup - 'Buildings associated with the countryside' 
 Judge - Ray Kimberley  

 Maximum entry per member - 3 PDls  

 Final entry date 5 January 2015  

 Architects Association Cup awarded by the Bedfordshire Association of 
Architects 

 
19 January 16: Members' Evening 
In-house workshops 
 
23 January 16:(Saturday) External Competition 
Cambridge Inter-club digital 
 Judge - David Gibbins ARPS AFIAP EFIAP 

 Venue - Whittlesford Village Hall, Mill Lane, Whittlesford CB22 4NE 

 Time - 1.30pm 
 

26 January 16: Speaker - Dave Phillips 
'Photography and the Law' plus an introduction to the  Open University 
'Photography short course' TG089, as a foundation for LRPS 
 
 

http://www.bedfordcameraclub.co.uk/
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24 November 15: Speaker - Bob Brind-Surch 'The Art of Wildlife 
Photography' 
The presentation Bob gave to the BCC was a thoroughly enjoyable and very 
informative presentation regarding the trials and tribulations of a wildlife 
photographer. Personally I found the presentation both informative, fun and 
possibly the best presentation I have heard in a long time. Bob is obviously a 
natural speaker and his presentation was delivered in a warm, informative 
and friendly manner. 
 
It was also very good to hear Bob's explanations of what to do and how to do 
it being clear, concise and extremely helpful. Bob clearly has great passion for 
and a thorough understanding of his subject which was reflected in his 
boundless enthusiasm for his wildlife photography, but also his detailed 
understanding of what a photographer needs to know.  
 
The talk ranged through detailed analysis of composition, the five “P’s”, 
focusing techniques to how the hardware works and some of the better types 
to use. The presentation was extremely well received by everyone present 
and was suffused with stories and more importantly the hands on experience 
with equipment.  
 
I got the sense that Bob has as they say “Bought the T-Shirt and ironed it”. 
Given his extensive experience the presentation also contained many expert 
tips and beautiful images.  
 
As well as the personal anecdotes, superb images and knowledge of technical 
equipment I also found the access to the "private" web pages, providing in-
depth notes and other facilities, really useful. It was an opportunity to learn 
so much about wildlife photography which is also a particular interest of 
mine. Although I must add that of course many of the techniques that Bob 
explained will apply equally to other genres of photography, so in that 
respect all our membership was catered for and relevant to anyone with a 
camera, regardless of the type of images they wish to take. 
 
You can get further info at Bob's Website http://www.naturesphotos.co.uk 
and for access to his private WebPages ask a committee member for the 
password. Paul Winterford (Exhibition Secretary)  
 

 

http://www.naturesphotos.co.uk/
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1 December 15: Speaker Jayne Odell ARPS 'Shaping the Frame' 
Jayne presented us with a wonderful demonstration of her passion for 
photography, and love of the sea.  She took us on a journey via some of her 
favourite coastal and lakeside places giving us information, hints and advice 
along the way. 
 
A member of Cambridge Camera Club, Jayne is a graphic designer and 
commercial photographer (although she doesn't do weddings!) She publishes 
in magazines and in blurb books. 
 
Jayne has an comprehensive bag of equipment which accompanies her 
everywhere.  This includes her Nikon camera, a variety of lenses and filters, 
cleaning equipment - essential when working by the sea - and annotated 
maps of the area including places of interest, tide times and sunrise times.   
In three sections, the talk covered 'A Passion for St Ives', 'North to South' 
which took us via Whitby, the Lake District and Norfolk, and 'Coastscapes' 
Jayne showed us an array of stunning photographs, many in black and white, 
which demonstrated the skill and time needed to  plan a photograph and 
then find the best conditions in which to produce the desired result.  She also 
displayed prints of many of her photographs so we could enjoy seeing the 
details in them. 
 
Jayne is happiest on the coast, especially during the golden hour when there 
is soft, low light.  Her advice was to work with the conditions you have on the 
day - work the location, look for other things in the scene, change angle and 
viewpoint.  She  will take the same photograph on different days to get a very 
different feel for the place where weather conditions vary.  She also likes to 
zoom in to get smaller landscapes. She looks for patterns in the sand as a 
feature or will find a single rock in the foreground to focus from.  She 
recommends returning to a spot many times to experiment with techniques 
and new approaches. 
 
Wherever a scene includes a row of rocks, wooden piles, boats or similar, 
Jayne ensures that there is 'light' between them in the shot so they do not 
blur together. 
She believes in breaking the rules to get the photograph she wants, for 
instance by ignoring the rule of thirds. 
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Jane also uses a lensbaby to create images with a sweetspot and surrounding 
blur - a very different view of the coast. 
 
Jayne has a preference for an image being what you see in the viewfinder 
with a minimum of post processing.  However, she does use Photoshop 6, 
Viveza and Nik SilverEfex Pro particularly to create her black and white 
images.  
  
Jayne is an advocate of the best camera being the one you have with you on 
the day.  She is not adverse to using an iphone and has an iphone image in 
the final stages of the RPS exhibition.  One of her future plans is to explore 
iphoneology further.  She is also working towards fellowship of the RPS. 
One of Jayne's recent projects was a collaboration with musician Kevin Hall 
whereby he composed music to accompany an AV of her coastscape images.  
This can be seen on YouTube where you can enjoy her photography again. 
More about Jayne's work at http://www.jayneodellphotography.co.uk/ 
Linda Swain 
 

8 December 15: Internal Competition  
Judge - Sarah Kelman ARPS CPAGB 
 
Print Results 
 

1st:Trapped in Dementia by 
Jonathan Vaines  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.jayneodellphotography.co.uk/
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The following print also score 20 points 
 
 Hadrian's Wall by Martin 
Nellist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PDI Results 
 

1st: Lily Pond by John 

Gough 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following PDI also score 20 points 
 

Early Morning Balloon 

Rise by Ian Whiting 
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15 December 15: Speaker Stuart Crump ARPS DPAGB EFIAP 'Cuba' 
Stuart is a Nottingham based photographer and member of Beeston Camera 
Club who joined in 2009 and achieved all his photographic qualifications from 
that point. 
 

Stuart's talk was about the history and people of Cuba in which his journey 
was specifically to take 15 good travel pictures to make up his panel to submit 
for his ARPS qualification.  
  
He started his journey in Havana at the National Ballet & Flamenco School to 
demonstrate the concentration of the dancers within and the light pouring 
through the windows highlighting their hard work. 
  

He then moved on to street photography to highlight the colourful buildings 
and vehicles of his travels along with the contrast to the old and distressed 
parts of towns talking about the rationing that is still in place for products 
imported onto the island.  He spoke of his visit to a tobacco farm in which he 
paid the locals in hotel soaps and shampoos in exchange for their picture to 
be taken. He utilised several of these pictures to produce some highly edited 
shots for his ARPS panel. 
  

He finished his journey in Trinidad demonstrating the contrast between the 
backstreets and restored areas and gave an example of how the town 
surgeon was also working as a taxi driver to make ends meet. 
 

Stuart finished with his ‘Tale of Ten Images’ where he described how he 
created ten of his Cuba images with the processing edits made to them, the 
equipment and software used, the paper he printed on plus his mount 
formatting; and finally he spoke of the panel process specifically taking into 
consideration the type of print paper to be used to be easily viewed behind 
glass for panel selection. 
 

During his talk he mentioned a number of products, photographers and 
websites. For more information please go to: 
http://bedfordcameraclub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Cuba-
Notes.pdf 
 
 

http://bedfordcameraclub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Cuba-Notes.pdf
http://bedfordcameraclub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Cuba-Notes.pdf
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22 December 15: Internal 'Points of View' competition 

 Title: 'A Slice of Milton Keynes' set by last years' winner Sue Vaines. 

 Judge: John Credland DPAGB, APAGB 
 

Each competitor had to use photographs taken on the 18th October in Milton 
Keynes. There were 6 set subjects, Macro, Mono, Autumn, Creative, Curves 
and Lines and Reflections. So 120 marks altogether over a range of subjects to 
test the skills and imagination of the photographer. Bruce Deacon came out 
top with 112 marks. Three of his images being awarded 20 marks. Jim 
Burnett, Jonathan Vaines and Sue Vaines each had one image scoring 20, 
while Carl Wrightson and Clive Williams both hit 19. 
These are Bruce's images: 
 

 

 

Autumn 20 

 
Macro 20 Mono 20 
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Creative 18 Reflections 17 

 

 

Curves and Lines 
 

 


