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We are halfway through the Club programme already but there are some interesting Tuesday evenings to 
come. 

BCC Diary for February 2015 

 February 8th 2015 (Sunday)   EAF Club PDI Championship – judged by Ray Brammall, Peter Gennard and Paul 
Keene. Venue: Townley Memorial Hall, Fulborne, nr. Cambridge CB21 5BS (12.00 noon)  

 February 10th                          Presentation of OnOne Photographic Software - see ononesoftware.com for more 
details.                  

 February 19th (Thursday)       Lecture: My Passion for Photography – William Chung FRPS                                  

 -- lecture sponsored by BCC, New City and the Open University Photographic Club at the OU Berrill Theatre,    
Milton Keynes. 

 February 24th                          These Boots Were Made For Walking - Club members’ exploits trekking through the 
Brecon Beacons, on the gruelling GR20 in Corsica and on the Tour del Gran Paradiso National Park in northern 
Italy. 

 February 28th (Saturday)        St Ives Interclub Print Competition – judged by Graham Hodgkiss,. 
Venue: Free Church Centre, Market Hill, St Ives, Cambs. PE27 5AL (exhibition 10.00 am). 

 March 3rd                                Internal Club Competition for the Philip Lepper Trophy                                                          
– on the theme of  ‘Expressions’   to be judged by Naomi Saul ARPS DPAGB APAGB EFIAP 

 March 3rd    A Permajet representative will be present at this meeting with plenty of photo paper 
for sale as well as cartridges for printers. Any pre-orders should be placed a week ahead to ensure availability on 
the evening.  www.42-limited.co.uk  : 01462 711 778:  sales@42-limited.co.uk.    
 

                                              --------------------------------------------------------------- 

 13th January: Internal Competition for the Architects Association Trophy – on the theme of 
‘Architecture in the Urban Landscape’, judged by Trevor McHugh. 
 
The competition attracted a large PDI entry of 86 images, presenting the judge with a formidable task. 
Whilst there were some excellent new images displayed, there were also a number of familiar ones and 
some perhaps resulting from a trawl through members’ back catalogues in the hope of finding an image 
faintly appropriate to the theme (?). Trevor did ‘rule out’ some images that he considered ill-suited to 
either the ‘architectural’ or ‘urban’ aspects of the theme but could undoubtedly have been even more 
ruthless. Congratulations to the competition winner Carl Wrightson and the runners-up, also scoring 20 
points, Sue Vaines and Clive Walton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Trophy Winner:                                 Runners Up                                                                

Carl Wrightson                                         Sue Vaines                               Clive Walton             

Sydney Central Business District           King’s Cross Curves                    Selfridges 

 

http://www.bedfordcameraclub.co.uk/
http://www.42-limited.co.uk/


 
 
[Editor’s Footnote: Why do we insist that judges’ score all the images in a one-off competition with a 
‘winner-takes-all’ outcome? Is there a useful message in a score of 15 rather than say 17 if the judge 
does not provide any analysis? Does the scoring actually allow the judge to avoid comment on the quality 
of an image? Simply selecting first/second/third from images held back would seem advantageous all 
round?] 
 

 20th January – Club AV Competition 
 
Rather disappointingly, this competition attracted only 3 entries – Reflections of Bedford (Moira 
McAneny); Workhouse Lane (John Pegram) and Bird Box 2 (Barrie Moss) – only the first two of which 
were eligible to go forward as the BCC entry for the Inter-club Felicity Bickley AV Trophy in April. [This 
competition does not accept video elements within an AV.] Since only two AVs can go forward, the 
limited entry greatly simplified the customary voting! 
 Moira’s AV featured a range of images of Bedford’s townscape, seasonal events and people whilst John 
explored the streets and businesses of an earlier era, based on the Black Country Living Museum in 
Dudley. The Club has a good record in this competition and we wish them both well in April. 
The shortened AV programme permitted inclusion of a brave attempt by Terry Sykes to promote 
discussion of possible improvements to some of his images. Audience participation is not an area of 
strength in the Club, however, and little productive advice was forthcoming. This is an interesting format 
but one perhaps requiring more extensive planning and preparation. 
 

 Feedback on the Annual Exhibition 

Diana’s short overview of the 2014 Annual Exhibition – now from a distance of two months – focussed on 
the changes introduced from earlier years. The simplifications to the judging process – delivering print 
and PDI entries to the judge; self-selective exhibition image display; reduced genre categories – all 
appeared to work well. A simpler catalogue, coordinated with the display panels, was well-received and 
reduced costs. Reaction to sharing the exhibition with the Bedford Art Society was more mixed. Though 
their presence did not impact significantly on the exhibition of prints, the positioning of the boards 
displaying paintings meant they were poorly lit and attracted criticism from BAS. This would need more 
careful planning if the exhibition was to be shared in the future. The public attendance – given the joint 
nature of the event – was a little disappointing in that it showed no significant increase on last time, 
though the members’ preview evening was naturally better attended. On a show of hands, members 
supported the holding of another exhibition in the 2015/16 season – with perhaps consideration given to 
its timing. The question of sponsorship looms especially large in an annual event and there are few 
remaining cost savings to be made in the face of possible increases in the hire charge for the venue.  
Early consideration has to be given to identifying the next exhibition secretary.   

 27th January – Presentation on  Flash Photography by Ian Whiting 
 
Whilst previous speakers have incorporated aspects of flash photography within talks on portraiture, Ian 
focussed knowledgably on the technology involved, from the mysteries of E-TTL and flashgun guide 
numbers – which shortage of space here prevents me from repeating! - to ‘modifier’ accessories the likes 
of light-diffusing soft-boxes, flexible reflectors and white umbrellas, via graphs of light intensity versus 
flash duration and the inter-relationship between lens aperture, flashgun power and object distance. The 
live camera demonstrations - ably projected by Bruce Deacon – were an instructive innovation and one 
the Club could perhaps make more use of in future workshops and members’ evenings. The wealth of 
useful detail in the presentation could perhaps also be made accessible on the Club web-site? Ian’s 
willingness to off-set the technology and its demonstration with some cardboard-and-curtain DIY added 
to a most instructive and enjoyable evening. Only the microphone struck its now customary discordant 
note. 
                                                                                                                                                               Barrie Moss 



 

 January 24th - Cambridge Camera Club Inter-club Digital Competition -- judged by Richard Walton. 
Position 2nd of 35. (Previous year did not enter) 

 

December is a month that sees no External Competitions. That said it is a very busy month for 
organising entries and selecting for the competitions ahead.  Our first battle of the New Year 
was the Cambridge Inter-Club Digital.  This event is in its 13th year and, as critiqued events go, 
it is a jewel in the crown.  35 clubs each submitted 5 images to comply with 5 fixed subject 
rounds.  The 200-seat hall sells out months before the event and to pick your seat you must be 
there an hour or two before the start.  Our game started well with 19 for John’s All Lined Up.  
Round two and we are still looking good as Rajat’s Pianist brings home another 19.  We are 
starting to feel optimistic at this point.  So far the images have all been excellent but then in 
the Landscape round we see a few weaker images from other clubs and the judge punishes 
them with scores of 13 and 14.  Only a few images to go before our Landscape and will this 
mood change have any effect on our score?  We know we have a strong image with Lynn’s 
After The Rain at Dusk.  Up it pops on the 30-foot screen – 18.  Phew!!!  We have only dropped 
4 points from 60 putting us in 4th place and we are in a good position as we have two more 
strong images to come.  It is tea break and we have been sitting looking at these images for 
almost 2 hours.   
 
Fully refreshed with tea, sandwiches and a great selection of cakes we are ready for part two.  
Natural History images have to be spot on and Andy’s On the Move, Marsh Pride Lion Cubs is 
very strong and scores a top of the shop 20.  Now we are thinking we could really finish in the 
top 10.  Last round and it’s an unknown as it is the Open category.  We have a good image but 
it is wildlife and will the judge be looking for something different, something creative?  We are 
due out late in this round, 31st out of the 35 clubs.  Norfolk score another 20 to take the lead.  
They are on 93.  A few more images pass then Shillington, who have only dropped 2 points so 
far, score a 15 and dive out of the battle as quick as a wounded Messerschmitt falling into the 
English Channel.  Hearts are pumping.  East Ipswich score 19, could they be the winners?  No, 
Benfleet score another 20, finish on 99 and cannot be beaten.  Who cares, we wanted to finish 
in the top 10 and now we stand a real chance of top three.  Here we go, John’s Bearded Seal is 
on the screen.  A pause…. “A little compressed by the tele lens mmmmm…… looks a real shot” 
(said with a questioning voice).  “No! It’s the best Bearded Seal I’ve seen – 19”.  Oh yes we 
have a 19 giving us a total of 95.  The last three images are a bit of a blur, we are 2nd, 2nd from 
35!  If Carlsberg entered Photographic Competitions this is what it would be like.  A great 
result.   
                                                                                                                                 Jonathan & Sue Vaines 
 
[What I really admire in members of BCC is their calm, dispassionate approach to photographic 
competition! Ed.] 
 
 
 

 

    
 

      Andy Howe              John Pegram        Rajat Srivastava        John Pegram                Lynn Short 

    On The Move              All Lined Up          The Pianist               Bearded Seal          After the rain at dusk 


