
SNAPSHOT,  Number 12                

The December bulletin of Bedford Camera Club   

  www.bedfordcameraclub.co.uk 

The efforts of many members of the club were rewarded with a highly successful Annual Exhibition. This issue of Snapshot 

includes a small selection of the photographs of the event taken by Cliff Harvey, Ian Whiting and Diana Moss. For the 

occasional caption, they are entirely blameless. 

BCC Diary for December 

 December 9th   Seasonal Points Open Competition  - to be judged by Hazel Manning    
 December 16th Talk entitled Wildlife and Landscape Photography to be given by Chris Ward. 

For a little background on his interests see www.cwardphotography.co.uk   

 December 23rd Points of View Competition to be judged by Colin Mill. [PDI entries from the visit to Woburn to be 

submitted by 16th December.] 
 December 30th No club meeting. Whatever shall we do? 

 

 January 6th Talk entitled Photoshop Techniques to be given by Ken Payne, the judge for our 2014 Annual Exhibition         - 

- and one perhaps conditioned by that experience!  
 

 Seasonal Points Competition on the theme of Unusual Shapes – November 18th, judged by Jim Hartje. Despite the 
somewhat ambiguous theme, the competition attracted a healthy entry of 34 prints and 62 PDIs. To what extent 
members searched their back catalogues rather than picking up their cameras and going in search of unusual shapes 
is a matter of some conjecture. A number of entries faced Jim with a tricky problem of adjudicating on the ’unusual’ 
– not in all cases entirely consistently. [Perhaps we should simply take our themes from the broad genres – action, 
creative, landscape, macro, wildlife etc. – for our seasonal points competitions and restrict the more specific themes 
to the ‘one-off’ Philip Lepper and Stan Searle competitions? Ed.] The winning entries are shown below - 
congratulations to Sue Vaines and Barrie Moss. 
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Prints 

First:  Oil in Orbit                           Second: Maritime College, Rotterdam     Third: Makin’ Waves                                                                                      

Sue Vaines                                              Martin Nellist                                                Cliff Harvey                                                   

     

 
  

First:   Nigella Fit to Bust                          Second:  What a Nice Pear                    Third:  Books                                                 

Barrie Moss                                                John Pegram                                            Rajat Srivastava 

http://www.bedfordcameraclub.co.uk/


 

 External Competitions – 3-Way Inter-Club Battle: Bedford/Biggleswade/Gamlingay (November 14th) and Bedfordshire 
Invitation Inter-club Competition (18th November) 
A key part of Club Photography is competition with other clubs.  During the 2014/15 season we aim to enter nine 
such competitions.  To date we have competed in two. As we started the season we, as a committee and club, 
set ourselves a target.  This was to improve on the previous year’s performance.  A simple statement but one 
quite a challenge to achieve.                                                                                                                                                                
3-Way Battle – Position 2nd.  (Previous year 3rd) 
Our first outing was a 3-way battle with Biggleswade and Gamlingay.  Our entry of 10 prints and 10 PDIs were 
selected under our new selection system of a panel who make their choice remotely.  Although this competition 
clashed with the Annual Exhibition, and therefore restricted our use of prints, we performed well.  At the tea 
break (accompanied with some bright pink cakes!) we had a lead of 3 points over both our rivals with a total of 
172 against 169.  This was a pleasing start as we were 10 points ahead of our half time score in the previous 
year.  As the PDI element started we saw Biggleswade put up some very strong work.  We were neck and neck 
until the last four rounds when Bigglewade pulled ahead.  We finished in second place with 338 points, only four 
behind the winners, Biggleswade, and three ahead of our hosts Gamlingay.                                                                
The Best Print and Best PDI of the evening were also awarded in the event.   BCC won the Print award, the only 
20 of the night in print, with “After the Rain at Dusk” by Lynn Short.                                                                                                                      
Bedfordshire Invitation Inter-Club – Position 7th of 17. (Previous year 9th of 15) 
Four days after the start of the external season we were in our second competition.  The Beds Invitation is one of 
our bigger competitions.  This year it was hosted by St Albans and was a battle between 17 clubs in the region.  
The format of this type of competition is a little different from normal club comps.  The judge runs through the 
images and provides some critique.  This is usually brief and points out the strong and weak areas of each image 
without the details of “what you should have done”.   After the critique, the judge runs through the images a 
second time giving marks out of 20.  Although individual scores fell between 13 and 20, the final club totals were 
very close.  The competition was won, after a tie-break, by Buckingham with 111 points.  We were only 6 points 
adrift of that in 7th place on 105.  This was a remarkable lift from the previous year as we had only one image 
that scored less than 16 this year against only one image scoring above 16 in 2013.  Our average score per image 
rose from 15 to 17.5.  In addition to the club trophy, there was an award for best image of the evening.  As last 
year we had an image down to the last two with “On the Move” by Andy Howe.  After much deliberating the 
judge favoured the other image, but it was very close.                                                     Sue and Jonathan Vaines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

              After the Rain at Dusk – Lynn Short                                         On the Move - Andy Howe                  

 

 Annual Exhibition 2014 – The Public’s Favourite Image                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

The company 3-Legged Thing kindly donated a tripod which  
was awarded for the most popular image at the Exhibition. 
Voting slips were issued to all visitors and these revealed             
their favourite to be the print  ‘Reflection’ by Rajat Srivastava. 

 



 Picturing the 2014 Annual Exhibition 

  

  

 

  

   

 

   
 

  
 

   

  

 

 

 And now for the public …… 

 

 

 

 

We heard there was a party! 

          Nice Work! 
Are we ready? 

Points mean prizes! 

      Huh! 

I’m sure I recognise her. Who 

is it? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       See you all next year? 

 Members’ Evening – November 24;    Who would be a judge?                                                                                      

The talk by Clive Williams on the ‘training’ of judges for camera club competitions within the EAF prompted a 

lively discussion. It became clear that the comments on images by judges are in code. A dictionary of this 

language would no doubt be helpful to members and Snapshot would like to solicit your help in its compilation. 

A starting point might be the following:     The Language of Judges: A duffers’ guide (part 1) 

‘You were very brave to take that shot’ - What on earth persuaded you to photograph that! 

‘That section of the image is blocked out’ – What is lurking in that large black hole? 

‘It needs lifting’ – Shine a digital light into the black hole. 

‘I wonder if it would not be better in colour’ – It is pretty rubbish in monochrome. 

‘It’s nicely shot’- but belongs in the family album. 

 ‘It needs more punch’ – Have you found the vibrancy tool in Lightroom? 

‘Wow!’ – You have found the vibrancy tool! 

‘I am uncomfortable with the composition’ – Have you found the ‘content aware’ tool? 

‘The light was not very kind’ – Didn’t you check the weather forecast? 

‘I have been there’- and taken a better picture.                                                                    Barrie Moss 

 

 
   

   

  
 

I wasn’t always a billboard. I used to be an architect!                  Come in…..please! 

Moments for reflection. 

I baked that! – though I used to be a photographer. 

No pictures of robins in the snow, but enjoy your Christmas anyway. Snapshot will return in January. 

 What’s to see down here? 


