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BCC Diary for March 2015 

March 8th 2015 (Sunday)   EAF Club Print Championship – judged by Peter Cheetham, Clive 
Tanner & Peter Young.      Venue: Townley Memorial Hall, Fulborne, nr. Cambridge CB21 5BS 
(12.00 noon).                                                                                                                                                  
March 10th   Lecture: Urban Exploration to Fine Art – Viveca Koh FRPS.                                                                        
Viveca has a distinctive photographic style that combines the abstract and the surreal, often 
involving overlays and unusual textures. For more background see 
www.vivecakohphotography.co.uk                                                                                                       
March 12th (Thursday) Central Club Challenge – New City Photographic Society. 
 Venue: The Berrill Theatre, The Open University Campus, Milton Keynes.                                                                    
March 17th Presentation: Olympus Cameras                                                                                                                                   
Change to programme. More details to follow.                                                                                                                                                  
March 24th  Lecture: Flower Photography – Dan Evans.                                                                                                
Dan is a freelance photographer from Olney, who will guide us through the techniques required for 
successful flower photography. For more background see www.danevansphotography.co.uk                        
March 31st  BCC Seasonal Points Competition: on the theme of ‘Coast’ to be judged by Adrian Stone. 

                                           -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  February 3rd BCC Seasonal Points ‘Open’ Competition – judged by Jane Goodall.                                                    
The competition attracted an entry of 30 prints and 62 PDIs. Jane’s judging was perhaps a little less 
analytical than on previous occasions and the range of marks awarded was wider than is usual in our 
Club competitions. Although relying more on the impression made by an image and on her 
interpretation of the subject matter, her commentaries were typically instructive and entertaining. 
Congratulations to Diana Moss and Andy Howe, the winners of the print and PDI sections respectively. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

First - Diana Moss                        Second - Diana Moss                   Third – Martin Nellist      

A Sunday Morning Walk                   Puppets on Strings                          Field Station 

  
 

First – Andy Howe                         Second – Peter Prudden           Third – Rajat Srivastava             

Tawny Eagle                                   Looking Out Looking In                        Eye Liner 

http://www.bedfordcameraclub.co.uk/
http://www.vivecakohphotography.co.uk/


 10th February – Presentation of onOne Software –Perfect Photo Suite 9 by Bob Campbell 

Bob gave a very good demonstration of this extensive editing software. It will not convert RAW 
files but can read them so another programme is required for that. It is linked to Lightroom but 
can be used as a stand-alone programme. The intention is to make editing simpler than Photoshop 
by means of presets and filters, of which there are a vast number. Presets can be created to make 
them personal and for use on other images. There are seven editing systems:                                                                                                  
Browse: This contains all the files on the computer for choosing the image to edit.                      
Layers : This contains a variety of tools including several masking ones permitting very accurate 
tools for blending layers.                                                                                                                           
Enhance: This allows a choice of presets and fine tuning for colour, contrast, vignettes etc.                                                                                                                                     
Portrait: This one picks out faces allowing editing of eyes, teeth, skin tones plus fine tuning.                                                                                                                           
Effects: This one has 25 filters each with several presets, fine tuning, plus availability to add layers 
for each filter to build the effect required.                                                                                                 
Black & White: This one has many controls for editing and enhancing from colour to B&W. There 
are 14 ‘Favourite looks’ plus the option to add.                                                                                               
Resize: Bob said this one enables interpolation up to 1000 times without loss of quality (but don’t 
chase him if this does not happen). He said it is better than Photoshop.                                                 
Bob said the programme can do most of what Photoshop does but is simpler. Some things it does 
better but some are not included such as changing perspective. He recommends downloading a 
30 day trial to see the power of the software which is constantly being updated. A 20% discount is 
available using a code. Information and help is available from Bob at 
bcampbell@ononesoftware.com and the web site is www.ononesoftware.com.There is access to 
a variety of tutorial videos from professional photographers.                                        Clive Walton  

 19th February   My Passion for Photography – Will Chung FRPS 

Bedford, New City and the OU clubs sponsored this joint talk held on a wet evening in a 

comfortable lecture hall at the OU campus, Milton Keynes.                                                                 

Will is a good, enthusiastic speaker who concentrated on the pictures he takes for his own 

enjoyment rather than for publication or competition. He encourages everyone to always carry a 

camera at the ready and, if stuck for ideas, adopt a theme. Some of Will's themes for the past 40 

years were litter, umbrellas and mobile phone users. One could classify his style as mainly Street 

Photography. He claimed his talk would not make you a better photographer nor help you win 

competitions but then went on to include many subtle, inspirational reminders that slipped under 

the wire and into your subconscious. For instance: compose by eye not the rule-of-thirds, look for 

picture-potential backgrounds then wait for the right subject to happen along and carefully match 

or compliment the colours.                                                                                                                         

Over the 2 hours Will showed over 200 of his pictures and displayed a selection of prints during 

the tea break.  From where I sat I had the advantage of also seeing the images on his small laptop 

and they were much better on that than on the main screen; I felt the projected images had a 

slightly soft, low contrast and de-saturated appearance. His prints did much more justice to his 

work.                                                                                                                                                                       

It was a good talk and well worth attending. I was never bored.                                                           

Will, who edits the magazines Advanced Photographer and Photography News 

(www.absolutephoto.com), began the evening with the news that the overall market for these 

specialist magazine sales has fallen by 40%. The very next morning I learned that Archant (not 

Will's company) were ceasing publication of Photography Monthly and Professional Photographer.  

                                                                                                                                                           Ian Whiting      

mailto:bcampbell@ononesoftware.com
http://www.ononesoftware.com/


                                     

 26th February         These Boots Are Made for Walking – Bruce Deacon and John Pegram 

For those of us who believe – rather conveniently – that strenuous hill walking and photography 

are incompatible pastimes, along comes the BCC Hiking Team to confound such comfortable 

thinking. From the Brecon Beacons to the National Park of the Gran Paradiso their cameras, boots 

and fashionable knees have captured it all.  

                                                                       Brecon Beacons 
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“Always important to 

look fashionable on the 

hills” 

            "Taking in the view” "The walkers – John Pegram, 

Bruce Deacon, Mike Clifton 

and Clive Williams”. 

 
 

 

"The footpath is this way!!”           "Corsica's interior" 
"Reflecting on the 

day’s achievement” 

 

 

"Pressing on” 

 

"Onwards and upwards”   “Meltwater from the watershed         

in the Gran Paradiso" 

       Gran Paradiso 



 

 8th February   EAF Club PDI Championship 
The Championships are open to all clubs within the EAF.  This year that is a total of 127 clubs 

with approximately 6500 members.  The Championships are the EAF mechanism for selecting 

two clubs to represent the region in the National Championships (PAGB), which are held in 

Warwick in July. 

Last season 36 clubs entered and we finished 34th.   So the only way really was up for BCC.  The 

format for EAF PDI & Print Championships is very different to that of any other External event.  

The images are displayed for 5 to 7 seconds.  In that time the title is read aloud and the score 

delivered.  Each image is marked by three judges, each giving a score between 1 and 5.  The final 

score is the accumulation of all three judges’ scores.   Each club must submit 25 images for 2 

rounds of competition.  The first round, consisting of 15 images, involves all clubs.  The top 40% 

of clubs at the end of the first round go on to a second round of 10 images.  The first and second 

round scores are accumulated to find the winner. 

We had a troubled start but the scoring was low for all clubs.  After all clubs had displayed two 

images we were in the bottom six.  The scoring continued to be very hard.  To achieve a score 

of 9, images had to be well composed and the post-processing had to be well executed.  To 

score anything above that, the image had to have a little extra.  As the images passed by our 

average score began to improve and we quickly climbed the leader board.  With such a short 

exposure to the judges’ eyes we had tried to select images with impact and well into the flow 

of the first round we were awarded with a maximum 15 for John Pegram’s Bearded Seal (only 

5 images out of the 660 we saw achieved this score).  At this point we knew we would be close 

to the top 40% of clubs.  At the lunch break everyone was tapping frantically on their Casio 

calculators.  As the top 40% were announced we realised that we had just missed out on 

qualification.  We missed the cut off by 3 points.  Fifteen clubs went on to Round 2 and we 

were 16th.  As round two unfolded we could see that some clubs had loaded all their better 

images in to the first round and ran out of steam quickly.  This would have been our position 

too.  The Beyond Group went into R2 with an eight-point lead and managed to hang on to the 

lead but only won the Championship by a single point.  They will go on to the PAGB 

Championship with second placed Norfolk Photography Group. 

Our performance surpassed our expectations.  Out of the bottom 10 clubs from last year, only 

4 had returned this year for further punishment.  That potentially gave us a disadvantage.  

However, we scored 13 more points than last year whilst the majority of clubs scored 

considerably lower than the previous year.  We had hoped to lift our position from 34th to 

around 27th.  We are delighted that the club reached 16th and missed R2 by only the finest 

margin.  

                                                                                                                                 Jonathan & Sue Vaines 

 

 

 

Footnote: As we approach the end of the Club season and the Committee look back over it with a view to 
possible changes for the next, I would encourage all Snapshot readers to make their views known – Cliff and 
John have already invited members to review the Internal Competitions arrangements and I am sure Sue and 
Jonathan would be similarly interested in your thoughts on the External Competitions season. The Annual 
Exhibition and next season’s Programme content will also feature in the Committee’s deliberations.  

 

Bearded Seal – John Pegram’s  !5/15 

All the Club scores are available on the EAF web-site. 


