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Photoshop Resizing and Black Borders 

Ian Whiting - 8th December 2015 

 

Resizing and adding black borders in Photoshop is really quite easy when approached logically. 

These examples are using the Adobe Photoshop CC 2015 version. If you have a different version, are 

using Photoshop Elements or another good image editor like GIMP then similar actions are needed 

but the menu locations and appearances may differ. 

For club competitions we need to create a JPG image 1400 pixels wide by 1050 pixels tall, with black 

borders when required and with the sRGB colour profile (this last bit can confuse, don't worry about 

the terminology, just follow along.) 

Load the image 
Open the image into Photoshop. 

 

To be safe and avoid accidentally overwriting the original image you can either duplicate your image 

or do an immediate SAVE AS using a new name. 
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Change the Image Size 
I am assuming that our image has at least one side, probably both sides, larger than 1400 x 1050 

pixels and thus needs to be resized down. 

We need to resize the image such that the width is at most 1400 pixels and the height is at most 

1050 pixels. In other words the image must be able to fit in a "box" of 1400 by 1050 pixels. 

NB if the image is "portrait" format, i.e. taller than wider, it must still be resized to fit 1400px wide 

by 1050 pixels tall. 

Select IMAGE > IMAGE SIZE (this might be called "resize" in other software) 

 

Ensure "retain aspect ratio" is on and "pixels" are selected. 

 

In Photoshop "retain aspect ratio" is denoted by the link symbol joining the width and height as 

shown above. If the joining lines are missing click the link symbol to re-link the width and height. 

 
The above is incorrect. Width and height are not linked, the 

aspect ratio is not locked ON and the image will distort. 

More recent versions of Photoshop offer the resampling algorithm "automatic" which is a good 

choice. If yours software requests a specific algorithm choose the "bicubic sharper" if available.  
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The Resolution is irrelevant 

Change the width to 1400. As the aspect ratio is linked the height should change in the same ratio. If 

the height is still more than 1050 pixels then it is a portrait format image and you need to type 1050 

into the height box. Click OK. 

 

Add Black Borders 
If the image is not exactly 1400 x 1050 pixels then we need to add a black border to ensure it will be 

1400 x 1050. If it exactly 1400 x 1050 then you can skip to the next section, "Convert to sRGB", 

although no harm will be done if you do perform this step. 

We need to extend the canvas. Consider the canvas to be the underlying structure; imagine an artist 

painting an image exactly 1400 x 933 on a black canvas 1400 x 1050, we would see parts of the black 

canvas above and below the painting. 

Select IMAGE > CANVAS SIZE 
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Right now the canvas will be the same size as the image.  

 

Change the canvas size to 1400 pixels wide by 1050 pixels tall. Ensure RELATIVE is not selected. Click 

the centre anchor. Set the canvas colour to BLACK. Click OK 
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Convert to sRGB 
Now we need to CONVERT the image to the sRGB profile. Select EDIT > CONVERT TO PROFILE. (Note 

you must use CONVERT, not  ASSIGN) 

 

If the source profile is already sRGB you do not need to convert it but it will do no harm to do this 

step in any case. Select sRGB as  the destination profile and click OK 
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Save the Image 
The job is just about done. All we need do now is save it in the correct format using the correct file 

name structure. 

There are several ways to accomplish this but this way is as simple as any other. 

Select FILE > SAVE AS 

 

Select your output folder where the image will be saved. 

Enter a file name in the format #_name_title.jpg where # is your priority sequence number starting 

from 1, name is your name, e.g. Jane Smith and title is the image title, e.g. Butterfly on a Wheel. An 

underline separates the three parts. In that example the file name would be 

1_Jane Smith_Butterfly on a Wheel.jpg 

Set the file type to JPG 

Ensure the image is saved with the sRGB profile included 
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Select the maximum quality for your JPG image. This is 12 in Photoshop, other programs might use a 

scale from 1 to 10 where 10 is the maximum whilst  another might offer a percentage where 100% 

would be the maximum quality. 

 

Now email it as an attachment to the email address supplied for the competition 

---------- 

More recent versions of Photoshop include the new option FILE > EXPORT > EXPORT AS. This is almost 

all we need to do the whole job in one screen, i.e. resize image, resize canvas and convert to sRGB, 

except that it leaves the canvas colour as white. Should they, in a future release, add a canvas colour 

option to allow this to be changed to black this will be an ideal way to create the competition PDI. 

 


